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1 . Claims 1-12 and 20-37 are presented for examination. 

2. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1-12 and 21-37, drawn to a processor, classified in class 712, subclass 209. 

II. Claims 20, drawn to a process for creating a processor, classified in class 716, subclass 
18. 

3. The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons. 
Inventions I and II are restrictable under MPEP 806.05(f) if one or more of the following 
can be shown: (A) that the process as claimed is not an obvious process of making the 
product and the process as claimed can be used to make another materially different 
product; or (B) that the product as claimed can be made by another materially different 
process. See MPEP § 806.05(f). 

4. With regards to requirement (B), Applicant claims a method involving separating a 
design into hardware and software components of the LSI circuit. Examiner asserts that the 
processor of invention I could be created through other means. For example, the processor of 
invention I could be created by hand, at the transistor level instead of large scale integration. 

This process distinctly different process could be done to create invention I. 

5. With regards to requirement (A), the process described in invention II could be used to 
create a completely different product. For example, the ideas of separating the hardware and 
software of a design, and utilizing behavioral synthesis could be used to create any software. 
Claim 20, arguably a linking claim, appears to give information regarding a decoder and 
execution unit, but these claims are so broad that, again, most any processor could be created by 
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this method. Examiner asserts that most every processor contains these mechanisms. The 
remaining dependant claims for invention II give slightly more specific information, but in no 
way limit the process to the creation of invention I. 

6. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and the search required 
for any one of group I and II is not required for any of the other groups, restriction for 
examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

7. Applicant is advised that the response to this requirement to be complete must include an 
election of the invention to be examined even if the requirement is traversed (37 CFR § 1 .143). 



8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian P. Johnson whose telephone number is (571) 272-2678. 

The examiner can normally be reached on 8-4:30 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, Eddie Chan can be reached on (571) 272-4162. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 







